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Guido, to Otto, to Henry II, to Conrad the Salic, strength-
ened it The force of custom, tradition, precedent, is in-
calculable, when checked neither by written rules nor free
discussion. What sheer assertion will do is shewn by the
success of a forgery so gross as the Isidorian decretals. No
arguments are needed to discredit the alleged decree of
Pope Benedict VIII s, which prohibited the German prince
from taking the name or office of Emperor till approved
and consecrated by the pontiff, but a doctrine so favour-
able to papal pretensions was sure not to want advocacy;
Hadrian IV proclaims it in the broadest terms, and
through the efforts of the clergy and the spell of rever-
ence in the Teutonic princes, it passed into an unques-
tioned belief11. That none ventured to use the title till
the Pope conferred it, made it seem in some manner to
depend on his will, enabled him to exact conditions from
every candidate, and gave a colour to his pretended
suzerainty. Since by feudal theory every honour and
estate is held from some superior, and since the divine
commission has been without doubt issued directly to
the Pope, must not the whole earth be his fief, and he
the lord paramount, to whom even the Emperor is a
vassal? This argument, which derived considerable
plausibility from the rivalry between the Emperor and
other monarchs, as compared with the universal and

f Given by Glaber Rodolphus.        h The Sacbsenspiegel says, * Die

It is on the face of it a most im-    dudescben solen durch recht den

pudent   forgery:    * Ne   qoisquam    koning kiesen.   Svenne die gewiet

audacter Roman! Imperil sceptrum    wert von den bischopen die dar to

prsepostere   gestare   princeps   ap-    gesat sin, unde uppe den stul to

petat   neve   Imperator   dici   aut    Aken kumt, so hevet he koning-

esse  valeat nisi  quern  Papa Ro-    like wait unde koningllken namen.

manus   morum   probitate   aptum    Svenne yn die paues wiet, so heate

elegerit, eique commiserit insigne    he des rikes gewalt unde keiser-

iiuperiale.'                                         liken naTOen/
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